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organic, fresh, and local to the Pacific North-
west. The company’s success has resulted in
considerable growth in recent years and gen-
erated economic activity and jobs that have
benefited Washington state.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to congratulate
Grant Jones in receiving this years SBA’s
2015 Young Entrepreneur Award. | look for-
ward to hearing further great things from Grant
and KuKuRuZa in the years to come.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF PETER ‘“ED”
REILLY UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
my colleague Representative JOHN LARSON of
Connecticut to honor the long record of serv-
ice to working men and women by Peter “Ed”
Reilly, retiring Business Manager and Finan-
cial Secretary of the Ironworkers Union Local
15, of Hartford, Connecticut. Ed has been a
leader in Local 15 for 19 years, advocating for
his members who build the infrastructure of
our state—buildings, transportation, water
works and mass transit—leaving a lasting leg-
acy which will benefit Connecticut businesses
and families for generations. He did so while
ensuring his members receive fair wages with
health benefits and pension security which are
the pillars of middle class prosperity.

During Ed’s tenure, he created and main-
tained a strong apprenticeship program pro-
viding apprenticeships to young residents of
Connecticut—many from low income families
who otherwise would not have had any
chance to escape their circumstances. He lit-
erally has transformed the lives of thousands
with his apprenticeship efforts.

Ed has also served as a leader in Connecti-
cut's labor community, presiding over the
greater Hartford Building Trade Council, East-
ern Connecticut Building Trade Council, and
Connecticut Building Trade Council. He was a
frequent presence at the State Capitol, calling
on his deep understanding and respect for the
political process. Ed drew his strong political
knowledge in part from his father Peter Reilly
Sr., who also led Local 15 and later had a dis-
tinguished career as Commissioner of the
State of Connecticut Department of Labor.
The Reilly family can be proud of a compelling
and unique political and governing legacy in
the State of Connecticut.

Lastly, we want to note that all of these ac-
complishments came with a high personal
cost. Ed’s workday started at the crack of
dawn and ended late at night, with little or no
break, even on the weekends. Ed and his
family—his wife Noreen and his children Peter
and Raeanne—have earned a long and fruitful
retirement. We both ask the full House to join
us in extending our sincerest congratulations
and best wishes to Ed and his family as they
begin this new chapter of their lives.
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HONORING DR. PAUL HOMMERT

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with great
honor to recognize Dr. Paul Hommert, Director
of Sandia National Laboratories and President
of Sandia Corporation as he prepares for re-
tirement.

In 1976, Paul began his career as a mem-
ber of the technical staff for Sandia in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. Paul stood out among
his colleagues, and gradually was given in-
creased responsibility with a broad range of
programs and management assignments. He
led programs supporting energy research, and
from the mid- to late-1990s, Paul served as
the Director of Engineering Services.

Paul went on to become the Director of Re-
search and Applied Science at the Atomic
Weapons Establishment in the United King-
dom, where he led the science and engineer-
ing division responsible for the country’s nu-
clear deterrent. From 2003 to 2006, Paul
served as the lead for the Applied Physics Di-
vision at Los Alamos National Laboratory,
charged with nuclear weapon design and as-
sessment, weapon performance code develop-
ment, and weapon science support.

In 2009, Paul returned to Albuquerque to
serve as the Executive Vice President and
Deputy Laboratories Director for Sandia’s Nu-
clear Weapons Program, eventually becoming
the Director of Sandia National Laboratories
and President of Sandia Corporation.

Paul has propelled Sandia to new heights,
bolstering its reputation as the nation’s pre-
mier science and engineering laboratory for
national security and technology innovation. In
recognition of Paul's efforts and accomplish-
ments, the Federal Laboratory Consortium
named Paul Laboratory Director of the Year in
2013 for his steadfast commitment to Sandia’s
technology-transfer activities.

Paul has received numerous accolades and
achieved many accomplishments throughout
his career. Most notably, he inspired and pre-
pared a new generation of scientists and engi-
neers who are making important contributions
to our national security.

It is with great honor and privilege that |
take this moment to thank Paul for his service
on behalf of the United States of America. |
wish him continued happiness and an enjoy-
able, well-deserved retirement. His successes
and contributions will always be appreciated.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CLAIRE
KNOPF

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Claire Knopf as she is honored
by the Monmouth County Historical Associa-
tion at its 40th annual Garden Party on June
28, 2015. Claire’s exemplary leadership and
contributions to the Monmouth County Histor-
ical Association and the greater Monmouth
County area are truly deserving of this body’s
recognition.

June 18, 2015

A resident of Monmouth County, New Jer-
sey since 1986, Claire has been an active and
charitable member of the community. She has
been an outstanding leader of the Monmouth
County Historical Association for many years,
serving as a trustee, first vice president and
20th president of the Board of Trustees. In ad-
dition to her work with the Monmouth County
Historical Association, Claire has volunteered
on the Rumson Country Day School Executive
Council, the Leon Hess Cancer Center at
Monmouth Medical Center Women’s Council,
the Spring House, the Two River Film Festival
and the Junior League of Monmouth County,
among others. Her involvement with numerous
local charities and organizations reflect her
passion to help others and improve our com-
munities. Her leadership and hard work have
greatly benefited the Monmouth County area
and her efforts are admirable.

Claire received her Bachelor of Arts degree
in English Literature from Boston University.
She and her husband Woody reside in
Rumson and are the proud parents of three
beautiful children.

For over 115 years, the Monmouth County
Historical Association has provided Monmouth
County residents and visitors with a vast back-
ground of our local history and heritage. Its ef-
forts to preserve and promote our local history
through programs, exhibits, and resources are
valuable to our community and help to ensure
that this important knowledge is available for
future generations.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
thanking Claire Knopf and the Monmouth
County Historical Association for their immeas-
urable contributions to our community.

———

RECOGNIZING CASTRO VALLEY
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SU-
PERINTENDENT JIM NEGRI ON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize Jim Negri, Castro Valley
Unified School District (CVUSD) Super-
intendent, on the occasion of his retirement at
the end of this month.

Born in Oakland and a resident of Castro
Valley since 1985, Jim has devoted his career
to educating students in California and, in par-
ticular, the East Bay. He earned his bachelor
of arts degree in economics and teaching cre-
dential from the University of California, Berke-
ley, and his master of arts degree and admin-
istrative credential from Saint Mary’s College.

Jim has played a major role in educating
East Bay students for many years. He held a
variety of positions in the Pleasanton Unified
School District and the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District as well as worked as a
superintendent for the Acalanes Union High
School District. Since 2009, Jim has been the
CVUSD Superintendent.

Jim also has been active in the field of edu-
cation administration. He served in many roles
in the Association of California School Admin-
istrators (ACSA), such as co-chair of the State
Curriculum, Instruction, and Evaluation Com-
mittee and President of ACSA Region VI (Ala-
meda and Contra Costa counties).
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